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Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to one of
America’s most prominent 20th century au-
thors, James A. Michener.

Born on February 3, 1907 and raised in
Doylestown, PA by his adopted family, this
great man would have been 100 years old this
weekend and | find it fitting to commemorate
his great contributions to our society on this
day.

The author of over 40 great works, Mich-
ener is one of the United States’ most impor-
tant literary figures and one of the 8th district’s
most notable sons. His most famous work,
Tales of the South Pacific, was based on his
experiences while serving in the U.S. Navy
during World War |l. This descriptive account
of soldiers’ lives during the war was awarded
the Pulitzer Prize in 1948 for its great ability to
show the human side of war.

Throughout his career, Madam Speaker, Mr.
Michener continued to explore the human side
of our American experience with many stirring
novels, including The Bridges at Toko-Ri,
Alaska, Chesapeake, and Centennial. These
excellent glimpses into our national history
and character illustrate the genius of Mr. Mich-
ener, who in 1977 was awarded the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, our nation’s highest
civilian honor.

Although most of his works were literary,
Mr. Michener was truly a man of the world, a
citizen servant, and a promoter of the arts.

Madam Speaker, from running for Congress
in 1962, to serving on the Advisory board for
NASA, to his appointment as cultural ambas-
sador to numerous countries, Mr. Michener
has left an indelible mark on our Nation.

Indeed, he has also left a strong mark on
the 8th district of Pennsylvania, where he do-
nated large sums of money directed to the
promotion of the arts. In 1988, the James A.
Michener Art Museum opened in Doylestown,
PA, promising to preserve and display the rich
artistic heritage of the Bucks County region.
With the help of many donors who shared in
Mr. Michener's vision this museum stands
today as one of the great collections of Penn-
sylvanian art.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in commemorating this fixture of American
literary history. Truly, James A. Michener was
an experienced traveler, a dedicated citizen
and an inspiring writer.

In commemoration of the centennial of his
birth, 1 am proud and honored to remind this
body of his many contributions to our Nation.
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker,
today | am again introducing the Colorado

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Northern Front Range Mountain Backdrop
Protection Study Act. | introduced similar bills
in the 107th and 108th Congresses, and last
year the legislation was passed by the House
but the Senate did not complete action on it
before the end of the 109th Congress.

The bill is intended to help local commu-
nities identify ways to protect the Front Range
Mountain Backdrop in the northern sections of
the Denver-metro area, especially the region
just west of the Rocky Flats Environmental
Technology site. The Arapaho-Roosevelt Na-
tional Forest includes much of the land in this
backdrop area, but there are other lands in-
volved as well.

Rising dramatically from the Great Plains,
the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains pro-
vides a scenic mountain backdrop to many
communities in the Denver metropolitan area
and elsewhere in Colorado. The portion of the
range within and adjacent to the Arapaho-
Roosevelt National Forest also includes a di-
verse array of wildlife habitats and provides
many opportunities for outdoor recreation. The
open-space character of this mountain back-
drop is an important esthetic and economic
asset for adjoining communities, making them
attractive locations for homes and businesses.
But rapid population growth in the northern
Front Range area of Colorado is increasing
recreational use of the Arapaho-Roosevelt Na-
tional Forest and is also placing increased
pressure for development of other lands within
and adjacent to that national forest.

We can see this throughout Colorado and
especially along the Front Range. Homes and
shopping centers are sprawling up valleys and
along highways that feed into the Front
Range. This development then spreads out
along the ridges and mountain tops that make
up the backdrop. We are in danger of losing
to development many of the qualities that
have helped attract new residents. So, it is im-
portant to better understand what steps might
be taken to avoid or lessen that risk—and this
bill is designed to help us do just that.

Already, local governments and other enti-
ties have provided important protection for
portions of this mountain backdrop, especially
in the northern Denver-metro area. However,
some portions of the backdrop in this part of
Colorado remain unprotected and are at risk
of losing their open-space qualities. This bill
acknowledges the good work of the local com-
munities to preserve open spaces along the
backdrop and aims to assist further efforts
along the same lines.

The bill does not interfere with the authority
of local authorities regarding land use plan-
ning. It also does not infringe on private prop-
erty rights. Instead, it will bring the land pro-
tection experience of the Forest Service to the
table to assist local efforts to protect areas
that comprise the backdrop. The bill envisions
that to the extent the Forest Service should be
involved with federal lands, it will work in col-
laboration with local communities, the state
and private parties.

Madam Speaker, | strongly believe it is in
the national interest for the Federal Govern-
ment to assist local communities to identify
ways to protect the mountain backdrop in this
part of Colorado. The backdrop beckoned set-
tlers westward and presented an imposing im-
pediment to their forward progress that sug-
gested similar challenges ahead. This first ex-
posure to the harshness and humbling maj-
esty of the Rocky Mountain West helped de-
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fine a region. The pioneers’ independent spirit
and respect for nature still lives with us to this
day. We need to work to preserve it by pro-
tecting the mountain backdrop as a cultural
and natural heritage for ourselves and genera-
tions to come. For the information of our col-
leagues, | am attaching a fact sheet about this
bill.

COLORADO NORTHERN FRONT RANGE
MOUNTAIN BACKDROP PROTECTION STUDY ACT

Generally: The bill would help local com-
munities preserve the Front Range Mountain
Backdrop in the northern sections of the
Denver-metro area in a region generally west
of the Rocky Flats Environmental Tech-
nology site.

Front Range Mountain Backdrop: The
backdrop consists of the mountainous foot-
hills, the Continental Divide and the peaks
in between that create the striking visual
backdrop of the Denver-metro area and
throughout Colorado. Development in the
Denver-metro area is encroaching in the
Front Range backdrop area, and thus ad-
versely affecting the esthetic, wildlife, open
space and recreational qualities of this geo-
graphic feature. Now is the time to shape the
future of this part of the Front Range. There
is a real but fleeting opportunity to protect
both protect Rocky Flats—a ‘‘crown jewel”
of open space and wildlife habitat—and to as-
sist local communities to protect the scenic,
wildlife, and other values of the mountain
backdrop.

What the bill does:

Study and Report: The bill requires the
Forest Service to study the ownership pat-
terns of the lands comprising the Front
Range Mountain Backdrop in a region gen-
erally west of Rocky Flats, identify areas
that are open and may be at risk of develop-
ment, and recommend to Congress how these
lands might be protected and how the federal
government could help local communities
and residents to achieve that goal.

Lands Covered: The bill identifies the
lands in southern Boulder, northern Jeffer-
son and eastern Gilpin Counties in the Sec-
ond Congressional District; specifically, an
area west of Rocky Flats and west of High-
way 93, south of Boulder Canyon, east of the
Peak-to-Peak Highway, and north of the
Golden Gate Canyon State Park road.

What the bill would not do:

Affect Local Planning: The bill is designed
to complement existing local efforts to pre-
serve open lands in this region west of Rocky
Flats. It will not take the place of—nor dis-
rupt—these existing local efforts.

Affect Private Property Rights: The bill
merely authorizes a study. It will not affect
any existing private property rights.
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
urge my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
to fully support the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day. In
2005, African Americans accounted for nearly
50 percent of all new HIV infections, despite
representing nearly twelve percent of the total
population. The HIV/AIDS infection rate
among Black men is six times that of white
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